Philosophy of Teaching Writing –Sample 2

The teaching of writing, to me, is a lifelong process that will continue even outside of the classroom.  I believe that parents play an important part in teaching the students how to write just as much as the teachers.  Having the outside community partner with the community inside of the school can enhance the writing of most students greatly.  Knowing that there are people who actually want to hear the voices of the students allows those students to become more comfortable with writing and could even motivate them to share certain pieces.  It is hard for a student to leave his or her comfort zone, especially if he or she knows that his or her voice is not being heard at all.  As a teacher of writing, I would want my students to be able to express themselves through their writing no matter the topic of interest.


When it comes to teaching and learning writing, I believe that the students are teachers just as much as the teachers themselves.  As teachers of writing, we should pay particular attention to how our students respond to our writing activities.  As I found during my case study, I learned that writing prompts are only effective if they are interesting and relate to the students on a personal level.  It is this particular piece of research why I value the content within writing prompts.  I believe that if you allow students a variety of choices while simultaneously giving specific and clear directions, then the students will write until you tell them to stop.  However, I do not believe in having a writing prompt to complete every class period.  This can become very tedious and considered “busy work” for the students, which will actually turn them away from wanting to write both in class and at home.  To avoid this, I would suggest having a writing prompt at the beginning of the week as well as at the end of the week.  This way, the students will have time to reflect on how they are writing throughout the week each week.


In my future classroom, I would have my students keep a writer’s notebook, a concept similar to that in Jeff Anderson’s Mechanically Inclined.  I recommend this book for all teachers to refer to for writing activities.  Although it is mainly focused on teaching grammar, there are some lessons included in this book that could be altered to focus on the concept of writing.  In their writers’s notebooks, they would record these weekly writing prompts with a reflection of how their writing has either changed or remained the same.  I would also hold monthly writing conferences to discuss their writing and its progress.  I do not believe that writing will always remain the same; it can only get better over time.  After reading Atwell’s article earlier this semester, I learned that both students and teachers are held accountable for the students’ writing.  Just like Atwell, I would also have my students create individual as well as whole class lists of goals to work towards in their writing during each nine weeks period.  Students are responsible for learning how to improve their writing, and teachers are responsible for guiding these students down the correct path.  Furthermore, I would have my students produce a different genre of writing during each grading period.  For example, my students would have to write a personal narrative for the first nine weeks, an argumentative essay the second nine weeks, and so forth.  I believe that exposing students to the different genres could enhance their writing and vocabulary at the same time.


To say that learning to write only happens by writing, I am saying that writing is a trial-and-error type of process.  You can only get better if you practice something on a regular basis.  I believe that writing can only improve if the student is practicing inside the classroom as well as outside the classroom on his or her own time.  Students must learn from their mistakes and work on improving their strengths first before correcting those mistakes.  In this way, their mentality towards writing is not broken and they are able to still believe in themselves.  Aside from the weekly prompts, I would also have the students write on the class blog about whatever they feel is on their mind.  Of course, they would have to respond to at least one other classmate as well, but I am mainly focused on how they are putting their thoughts down.  The only requirement would be that they have to write something and respond to someone at least once a month.  I would give weekly reminders just so they would keep that in the backs of their minds.


Personally, my role as a teacher is to make sure that my students understand the importance of learning and what effect each individual can have on it.  I am here to make sure that my students are learning the required standards necessary for standardized testing while also developing skills required for a social life.  I believe that it is my duty to provide those missing lessons of instruction that the students are not able to get at home due to various circumstances.  I do not think that my role is only limited to the teacher inside of the classroom.  My role will definitely expand to other roles based on each student’s individual needs and accommodations.  Hopefully, I will be able to inspire some intrinsic motivation within some of the students.  Even if only one student develops a love for reading, writing, or both, I will be content as a person.  I want to be able to project my love for both reading and writing in a way that the students will be able to benefit from each lesson and learn something about themselves that they never knew before.  I want my students to be able to come to me for extra help on assignments, whether the assignments are for my class or in another content area.  My role as a teacher is to let the students know that I am there both as a guide and as a resource for them.

